tions in the basic formula, a bare majority in the Con-
stituent Assembly could carry a proposal.
Lord Pethick-Lawrence said that the question
of including currency in the central list could be dis-
cussed if necessary in the constitution-making body.
Replying to a number of questions on Indian
States, ihe Secretary of State reiterated that para-
mountcy would continue in the interim period.
He stated that the Mission had already received
indications from most of the principal states and re-
Eresentatives of large bodies of other states that they
ad no desire to impede the progress of India towards
self-government and independence and that they want-
ed to co-operate in it
As regards the position of the India Office during
the interim period Lord Pethick-Lawrence said that
for months now India Office had been proceeding on
the assumption that the time would come when great
changes would be made in India and the whole posi-
tion of the India Office would be altered. Its vast
administrative machine would, however, be at the
disposal of the new constitution in India.
Question: "If the constitution-snaking body de-
cides that as a preliminary to proceeding with its work
British troops should be withdrawn, will they be
withdrawn?"
Answer: I think that is a misunderstanding of the
situation. Someone must be responsible for law and
order in the country. In the provinces 'the Indian
Governments are really responsible for law and order
but the ultimate responsibility rests with the Govern-
ment of India. We are anxious to transfer that at the
earliest possible moment but we must transfer it to a
properly constituted Government. When that time
comes, we will make the transfer.
Question: What will be the next stage of activity
of the Cabinet Delegation?
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